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bridging An increase in mutual understanding and trust
across divides, creating space for productive
conflict, deliberation, or cooperation.



bridging is a property of attention allocators



attention allocators
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FORMULA

(multi)modality
average absolute

deviation

coefficient of variation

coverage

deviation from means

diameter

divergence of means

The extent to which a distribution is
bimodal or multimodal.

Average distance between each point
and the mean.

Scalar standard deviation divided by the
mean.

The number of distinct attitudes held or
the variety of attitudes that at least one
person in the population holds.

Average distance between an individual
and the mean of their group, averaged
across groups.

The maximum distance between any two
points.

Average pairwise distance between group
means.
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There are a number of existing measures—see referenc
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THE OPTIMIZATION STACK

system design

accuracy optimization

value optimization

strategic behavior
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Social media can be polarizing. A
new type of algorithm aims to

change that.

Analysis by Will Oremus
with research by Aaron Schaffer
January 11, 2023 at 9:04 a.m. EST
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Bridging Systems

Open Problems for Countering Destructive Divisiveness across
Ranking, Recommenders, and Governance
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Divisiveness appears to be increasing in much of the world, leading to concern about political
violence and a decreasing capacity to collaboratively address large-scale societal challenges.
In this working paper we aim to articulate an interdisciplinary re ar
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